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Israel: On our minds and in our hearts

How can schools show their support?

As a community, we have a strong bond with Northern Israel–specifically with the city of Kiryat Shmona and the kibbutzim, moshavim, and some small towns in this region. It is often said that the Upper Galil community is the Federation’s family in Israel. Indeed, for more than 25 years, the Federation has been involved both in supporting projects in the region and in developing relationships between people and organizations in our two communities. 

This community needs us now more than ever.

After five weeks of continuous bombardment, Northern residents emerged out of bomb shelters or came back home from their temporary stay in the center of the country to face the realities of the “day after”. Unprecedented damages include ruined homes and public buildings such as schools, factories, businesses, synagogues, and kindergartens, acres upon acres of burned forests and woodlands, displaced pets, and the list goes on.  All of these need our immediate assistance. We can help rebuild and replant. But besides the apparent damages and environmental catastrophe let us not forget the residents, many of them children. They, too, need our support. Let us then rebuild, replant, improve the lives of the residents and lift their spirits!

How can we do all that?

As the school year and the new year commences, your school or congregational community will no doubt want to show their solidarity or support of the people of Israel with an emergency campaign or a tzedakkah program. Together with our Federation’s coordinator in the north, Orna Rayn, we have identified seven compelling and diverse causes representing tzedakkah as well as educational opportunities and people to people connections:

1.School Libraries

Around 15 schools in the area are in need of books and equipment either to rebuild their damaged libraries or to establish quiet reading corners.

Among them: Two Kiryat Shmona elementary schools ‘Metzudot’ and ‘Korczak’, “Eynot Yarden’ School in Kibbutz Amir and Special Education School ‘Renanim’ – all suffered direct hits. These regional schools cater to kibbutzim and moshavim in the area. Kids in these schools spent their summer vacation in transit between youth hostels and camps in central Israel or with relatives.

2.Kindergartens

Four kindergartens were damaged in the area and are in need of toys and games. Staff and teachers in other kindergartens deal with traumatized kids in need of a supportive environment and professional help. Refurbishing supplies and toys will help raise morale of both staff and kids.

3.Extended Day

Enrichment activities for Kindergarteners and after-school programs have been established to assist low-income families. These programs cannot afford the purchase of special games or support creative workshops from their running budgets. They can use games (such as Sony playstations) and entertainment from children to help enrich the program.

4.Hospital in Tzfat

Equipment and toys are needed in the schooling classes of the Pediatric Ward.

5.Animal Rescue

A kibbutz member in Lehavot Habashan established an animal rescue unit for abandoned and lost pets in the area. They provide food, shelter and placement. They are in need of funds in order to upkeep the center and the many pets.

6.Reforesting and environmental renewal

Operation Northern Renewal – JNF

Staying true to its mandate and responding to the needs of the land and people of Israel, JNF has just announced a $400 million, 10-year, worldwide plan to rebuild and renew northern Israel and help make it home again for its residents. The campaign will focus on reforestation; upgrading parks and recreation sites; developing tourism; preparing land for agriculture and providing research and development.

7. ELEM: Hafuch al Hafuch Center for youth in Kiryat Shmona.

A drop-in counseling center which also does outreach to youth in schools, and operates a van which travels to outlying sites to provide services and counseling for youth on a range of issues. The impact of the war on youth all over the region is of course—devastating, and these services are now more needed than ever.  The center serves youth from all over the region.
Guidelines for contributions:

1. Schools and congregations will choose the cause (or causes) they wish their contribution to go to. A letter stating this is a one-time grant for the purpose of… should accompany the contribution. 

2. Schools will prepare a dedication, letters, cards, list names of participating classes or kids, or any other form of communicating their support. 

3. Please make checks payable to the Jewish Community Federation.  
Send or deliver to: Vavi Toran, BJE, 639 14th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94118

4. The Federation’s office in Israel will distribute the funds directly to the recipient organizations with the dedication.

5. The Federation’s office in Israel will document the procedures and assure a written response and acknowledgement by recipients.

We teach our children: “Kol Israel Arevim Zeh La’zeh” – All Israel are responsible for one another (pirke avot). By doing, we teach the importance of being lifelong partners with the people of Israel.

For more info, please contact:

Vavi Toran, director of Israel Education Initiative

415-751-6983 #133 vavit@sfjcf.org









Vavi Toran, Director  *  639 14th Ave.  *  San Francisco, CA 94118  *  tel: 415.751.6983.#133  *  vtoran@bjesf.org
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Israel Education Initiative is a joint project of The Israel Center of the Jewish Community Federation, Bureau of Jewish Education, and North American Coalition for Israel Engagement (NACIE) - founded by the Jewish Agency for Israel.  

It encompasses San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma counties. The initiative is supported by a grant from the Koret Foundation
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